$0                                 MARXIST  MISCELLANY

the other leaders of the C.P.A. supported Mr. Roosevelt's election
to a fourth term. The regional-state organisations of the C.P.A.
and local clubs carried on an active propaganda campaign in
favour of Mr. Roosevelt and Congressional candidates favourable
to Mr. Roosevelt.

On September 25, 1944, during a meeting called by the New
York C.P.A. on the 25th anniversary of the Communist move-
ment in the U.S. Browder gave a speech in which he declared :

". . . every group, however small, just as every indi-
vidual, has the same supreme duty to make its complete and
unconditional contribution to victory. We must give not only
our lives, but we must be ready also to sacrifice our pre-
judices, our ideologies and our special interests. We Ameri-
can Communists have applied this rule first of all to
ourselves.

" We. know that Hitler and the Mikado calculated to split
the United Nations on the issue of Communism and anti-
Communism ; we know that the enemy calculated to split
America on this in the current elections, and thus prepare
our country for withdrawal from the war and a compromise
peace. We therefore set ourselves, as our special supreme
task, to remove the Communists and Communism from this
election campaign as in any way an issue> directly or indirectly.

*fiTo this end we unhesitatingly sacrificed our electoral
rights in this campaign by refraining from putting forward
our own candidates ; we went to the length of dissolving the
Communist Party itself for an indefinite period in the future ;
we declared our readiness to loyally support the existing
system of private enterprise which is accepted by the over^
whelming majority of Americans, and to raise no proposals
for any fundamental changes which could in any way endanger
the national unity ; we went out into the trade unions and
the masses of the people, straightforwardly and frankly using
all our influence to firmly establish this policy of national
unity ; we helped with all our strength to restrain all im-
pulses toward strike movements among the workers,- and to
prepare the workers for a continuation of national unity after
the war. . . . ,

** As spokesman for American Communists I can say for
our small group we completely identify ourselves with our
nation, its interests, and the majority of its people, in this